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In conclusion I venture to express a hope that the Honorable the Major Commanding  
the Troops in British Honduras will consider from the evidence given in the matter 
&  from his own opinion formed thereon that I have been successful in carrying out 
my  duties as the medical officer in charge of the Troops & also in performing the 
functions I  was compelled to undertake during the engagement, in consequence 
of the wound which incapacitated Lieut. Smith from giving his orders except by my 
voice & from  seeing them carried out except by my personal intervention. 

[Signed] J. Dallas Edge M.D. 
Staff Assistant Surgeon 
In medical charge of Detach, 1st W. I. Regt. 
Orange Walk 
September 11th 1872 

A return of the killed and wounded at the Battle of Orange Walk, 1st September 
1872, by Dr. John Dallas Edge, M.D. Staff Assistant Surgeon to the Detachment at 
Orange Walk. 
BARS 111 R.110 p.297

The Statement of Edward Belizario 

No. 1214 Sergeant Edward Belizario 1st West India Regiment states – 
I was the senior Sergeant of the Detachment at Orange Walk on the 1st September 
1872. Our strength for duty on that morning was as follows – 1 Officer 
2 Sergeants 35 Rank & file 

Of the remaining 3 privates, one was a patient in Hospital and the other two were 
at Corozal waiting passage for this place. 

About 8:15 o'clock on that morning (Sunday) I was in my quarter which was situated 
at the North end of the Soldiers Barracks. There are two rooms at this end, one is 
occupied by Sergt. Agard and the other by myself. At this hour my wife rushed in 
and told me the Indians were coming. I at once seized my rifle, and loaded it, as 
we were allowed to carry 20 rounds of ammunition and proceeded to the Barrack 
room. As I entered a shot was fired into the room and I found the men in the act of 
loading and returning fire. The attack I perceived was, at first, entirely on the south 
end of the Barracks and as there are three roads leading from the bush on to this 
end of the building and in some of the houses occupied by civilians, are scarcely 
25 yards from the Barracks. The enemy taking us by surprise were enabled to post 
themselves in these houses and pour in a very destructive fire. 

A large pile of Logwood, the property of a Mr. Gonsalez, was also used by the 

29



Indians as a cover, and from this point its distance from us being about 75 yards, 
the firing was very heavy, in fact it was from this place that most of our wounded 
men were hit. 

Behind the log-wood the bush was very thick and the large trees also afforded 
cover to the enemy, so that they were enabled to keep up a heavy fire from there 
without harming their comrades behind the log-wood, but making this double fire 
very hot for us.  

A slope in the road running close to the log-wood, which had been recently cut 
away by civil prisoners has gave very good shelter to the Indians. About half an 
hour after the commencement of the attack, the Indians had spread themselves 
almost round the Barracks, so close that some of the bullets passed through the 
Barracks, coming in at one side and going out at other. Two in particular passed 
through the Barracks & perforated the head piece of two of the iron bedsteads.
 
Immediately the alarm was given Lieut. Smith, the Officer in Command ran down 
to the Barracks from his quarters, which was situated in front, followed by Dr. 
Edge. The keg of the magazine, which had been forgotten in the Officer’s quarters 
being wanted, Lieut. Smith and myself doubled across from it and returned under 
a sharp fire, but we both escaped. 

Lieut. Smith took a rifle himself and commenced firing to help the men, but he 
had not done so for more than 10 minutes when I heard he had been hit while 
endeavouring to fire through the open door. Pt. Robert Lynch who was trying to 
do the same was shot dead. Lieut. Smith, however, continued at his post for nearly 
two hours and kept the men together, instructing them how to place the bed cots 
and mattresses so as to give them some little cover from which to fire. 

After this however, he was obliged to give in and lie down, but I continued carrying 
out his orders on every point. Dr. Edge and Mr. Downer the Magistrate also helped 
in making the men obey the wishes of Lieut. Smith. The Indians kept up this heavy 
firing until nearly 2 oclock P. M. without being able to move us out of our Barracks 
though they occupied such a very strong position. About that hour, we succeeded 
in forcing a small party who were well posted to retire, and this allowed us to make 
a rush into position that would enable us to clear the log-wood. 

Myself and about six men at once made a rush for this position, but we perceived 
that the Indians had already deserted the log-wood piles and were in retreat along 
the road, in [seeing] this we at once opened fire. After they had disappeared in 
this road we drifted to the front of the barrack and advanced on them at this side 
skirmishing and forcing them to fall back after killing three and wounding many 

30



more. I did not proceed further than the outskirts of the Town but returned to the 
Barracks after ascertaining that all the Indians had left. At this time there were five 
Indians dead that we saw on our return to Barracks.34 

I had no trouble with the men of the Detachment, who showed every willingness to 
carry out their orders, especially the following men which I have already reported 
to Lieut. Smith, viz Lance Corporal Spencer & Sterling, Privates Hoffen, Thomas 
Kery, Osborne, Maxwell, Murray, Gordon, Wolfe and Lance Corporal Thompson, 
the latter being the Corporal of the Guard. 

Immediately the Indians were repulsed we at once had the logwood pile thrown 
down, also the ruins of the burnt houses and some of the log-wood was carried 
up and made into a stockade round one part of the Barracks in case we should be 
again attack which was rumoured that the Indians intended returning the next dry. 
Towards the latter end of the firing the Indians when they found they could not 
drive us out, attempted to do so by firing the buildings. The kitchen of the Barracks 
was situated only about 5 yards from the South end of the Barracks itself and 
about 10 yards beyond this, the houses occupied by the civilians, and which have 
been already mentioned, ran at right angles to the Barracks in the direction of the 
Magistrate’s house.  It was these houses that the Indians first seized on in their 
attack, and from which they opened fire, and it was these also that they fired at the 
end of the attack in the hopes of our Barracks catching. The kitchen only 5 yards 
from us caught & was burnt to the ground, but owing to the mild wind blowing in a 
contrary direction their attempt on the Bks [Barracks] was unsuccessful.  

After the attack was repulsed in inspecting the Detachment we found our casualties 
to be 1 officer and 15 men wounded and one-man dead. One other, Prt.  Bidwell, 
has since died of his wounds. I should say that the attacking force was certainly 
150 strong. 

Signed in presence of the Court this 11th day of September 1872. 
Edward Belizario Sergt. 1st W. I. Regiment 
Dated Orange Walk 
11 Sept 1872 [Signature] Fred B.P. White Capt. 
1st W. I. Regt. 
President 
[Signed, by members of the Court] Garrison Adjutant and a Lieut.  
1st W.I. Regt. 

Statement of Edward Belizario, 1st W. I. Regiment, 11 September 1872 

BARS. 111 R.111-113 pp.299-303.
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Statement of Principal Inhabitants of Orange Walk
relative to the attack on the Town by an Armed Force of Ycaiché 

Indians under Marcus Canul on Sunday 1st September 1872.35
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Statements of the Principal Inhabitants of Orange Walk relative to the attack on 
the Town by an  Armed Force of Ycaiche Indians under Marcus Canul on Sunday 
1st September 1872. 

BARS. 111R.121-124 pp.323-329.

Icaiché Maya continue to propose trade treaty with English in Belize Letter in 
Spanish
 
[En margen izquierdo, hoja membretada del] Estado de Campeche, Pacíficos 
del Sur. [Al inicio de la carta, escrita a mano] Recibida 14/4/74. En respuesta, ver 
Miscelánea No. 21 

[En margen izquierdo] [No leíble, Union?] Mejicana, Canton General de Xkanha 
Hoy dia de la [no leíble] regreso del Ciudadano Rafael Chan, siempre [con cargo] 
de General el mentado Luis Moo, lo desterraron en San Juan de Ulua [prisión], y 
dies mas que trajo el ciudadano [?] Chan que son los principales complices de la 
sublevacion  que abian hecho, pero haora lla esta sumamente tranquilo el Canton 
de Ycaiche, por lo  que hagan [los que se habían sublevado] estoy pronto a auxiliar 
al ciudadano [?] Chan,  porque yo estoy por la Justicia y por la tranquilidad.
 
Vuelvo a molestarlo a Vuestra Señoría de que queremos selebrar los tratados con 
Vuestra Señoría como se le puse en ultima [correspondencia] para que yo y mis 
subditos puedan venir a negociar a esa colonia de su superior mando. Rafael Chan 
es el encargado de recibir el contesto y mandarmelo a este Canton a mi mando, 
suplico a Vuestra Señoría sea y pronto. 

Tambien digo a Vuestra Señoría los que quieran trabajar pueden con toda 
tranquilidad trabajar en que nadie los perjudicara, en otro oficio que le puse vino 
sin numero y por eso no le ago aprecio [de lo que] le puse lo mismo pues cuando 
ablo es con palabra de honor. No tengo mas que decirle. 
 
Estado de Campeche. Canton Xkanha, Marzo 16 de 1874. 
[Firma] Eugenio Arana 
Para Gobernador de la Colonia de Velice 
De Eugenio Arana al Gobernador de la Colonia de Velice 
16 March 1874 

BARS. R.113, p.399
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Letter translated into English 

[On left margin, printed on official stationery of] State of Campeche, Pacíficos del 
Sur. [On top of letter, hand written] Rec’d 14/4/74. In reply, vide Miscellaneous No. 
21 

[On left hand margin] Mexican Union [?], General District of Xkanha 

Today on the [not legible] return of Citizen Rafael Chan retaining the title of General, 
one Luis Moo, imprisoned at San Juan de Ulua, along with ten more [prisoners] 
that citizen [?] Chan brought [captured] who are the principal accomplices of the 
revolt; now the Ycaiche district is most peaceful. Should they [the rebels] persist 
I am prepared to support citizen [?] Chan, because I am in favor of justice and 
peace.
 
Again if it is no bother to Your Excellency, we wish to celebrate a trade treaty with 
Your Excellency as proposed in my last correspondence so that my subjects and I 
may come to trade in the Colony under your Excellency’s command. Rafael Chan 
is our agent authorized to receive your Excellency’s reply that may be sent to this 
District under my command. I beg Your Excellency for an early reply. 

I also wish to state to your Excellency that those [British subjects] who wish to 
work [in cutting logwood and mahogany] may do so in perfect peace; no one will 
bother them. In my previous correspondence, sent without a file number, I had 
made the same proposal. When I speak it is on my word of honor. Without any 
more to add to Your Excellency.  

State of Campeche. District of Xkanha, 16 March 1874. 
[Signature] Eugenio Arana 
To Governor of the Colony of Belize 
From Eugenio Arana to Governor of the Colony of Belice 
16 March 1874. 

BARS. R.113, p.399 

Ángel Cal
Belmopan 
October, 2024
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References for Reports

16 The drawing should be available at BARS. 

17 The estimate might be closer to 100. Canul took 116 men to Corozal in 1870. Not all were engaged at the 
Barracks; some of the parties were at the Police Station and a few at other points in Town.

18 There may have been a longer interval between the whipping of Magistrate Downer at the public square 
and his being freed by Mr. Oswald and the two policemen. This nugget of information, however, is absent from 
Mr. Downer and Mr. Oswald’s reports.

19 It is evident that for the most part the Icaiche did not come to rob and steal. 

20 The Magistrate’s house and the Officer’s quarters burnt belonged to José Agustín Gonzáles according to 
Gonzales’ statement.

21 The Major Commanding the Troops in Corozal did not highlight as worthy of praise the key support provided 
by the “Americans”, Mr. Price and Mr. Bordeau. Oral reports to this day credit the Americans in the attack from 
the rear from where the Icaiche were firing towards the Barracks that led to the commotion which saved the 
day for the detachment of 37 men including three officers. 

22 In his The History of Orange Walk, Charles Emond accepts as fact the death of Francisco Escalante’s son 
reported in Alejo Ayuso’s oral history of the Battle of Orange Walk. In that account, Francisco Escalante is 
credited as the man who shot and mortally wounded Canul. Unfortunately, Escalante’s written statement (see 
Escalante’s statement reproduced in this work) does not coincide with the oral version; there is no mention of 
a dead son and in response to the question on the behavior of the troops during the attack, Escalante does 
not mention that he shot at Canul but that in his opinion, the “soldiers saved the town”.

23 This is highly unlikely; the Icaiche themselves did not for the most part understand Spanish and they 
were not likely to blurt out confidential information during an assault unless the information was intended to 
confuse their enemy.

24 Rafael Chan was second in command to Asuncion Ek, leader of the San Pedro Yalbac Maya who defeated 
the English troops on 21 December 1866. 

25 All of the reports emphasize that there was no indication of tension or disquiet with the Icaiché. Magistrate 
Downer became the scapegoat. He had, in the view of the Icaiche, humiliated an Icaiche soldier who tried to 
capture and return a woman hiding in Jose Ignacio Gonzales’ house at Water Bank. Apparently, Gonzales 
paid with his life his involvement in the affair and the Magistrate was apparently publicly whipped, lost his 
belongings as his house was burnt and almost lost his life.
 
On the other hand, Don Dumond with late twentieth century academic spectacles blamed the Icaiché: 
“Whereas their compatriots of Xkanhá were moving to assume the trappings of civilization …, the Icaiché 
Pacíficos again  turned to the machete”, (Dumond, p.337), that is, to their barbarism.  

26 A breech-loading rifle. 

27 Again, we find that Lieut. Smith only credits the soldiers of the Detachment and not the “Americans” for 
saving the day. 

28 It is very likely that upon the serious wounding of Marcus Canul, the Icaiché decided to retreat. Perhaps, 
Rafael Chan second in command did not participate in the battle as someone with seniority had to remain in 
Santa Clara de Icaiché to defend the Icaiché capital. Without a leader, indigenous people tend to retreat.

29 Lieut. Smith as commander of the detachment was the only one to report such a high estimate. Natu
rally the larger the size of the enemy, the greater the glory. Following the battle, Lieut. Smith, Dr. Edge and the 
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two corporals were promoted while Sargeant Belizario was awarded a medal. The privates who were Black, 
including the two who paid the ultimate price in defending the town were commended. Magistrate Downer 
received no commendation. Emond, The History of Orange Walk, part 8, p.3.

30 Mr. Downer’s wife saved his life. We are left to wonder how much her ability to speak Maya to negotiate 
may have contributed to the pause during which Mr. Oswald and the policemen arrived to save him.

31 In his arrogance, R. J. Downer does not even bother to name the person. He was an Icaiché soldier by 
the name of Pedro Manzanero who had been instructed by his Captain who had been directed by Marcos 
Canul to fetch a woman from Icaiché who had absconded and was living in Gonzales’ house at Water Bank 
on the English side of the Rio Hondo. What Canul probably expected was that the prisoner should have been 
arrested and sent to Santa Clara de Icaiché for trial. 
 
32 At various times, the English had used horse and dog taxes to pressure the Maya to move back to Icaiché 
where they were exempt from paying any taxes. The fact that this was mentioned as a popular complaint tells 
us that these anti-Maya measures were deeply resented. 

33 It is interesting to note that Downer’s wife spoke Yucatec Maya. Given Downer’s racist attitudes, it is not 
likely that she would have been Maya but given that Maya was the lingua franca of Orange Walk at this time, 
this is not surprising.

34 The number of dead and wounded on the Icaiche side is not clear. They range from 50 (Edmond, The 
History of Orange Walk, 1983) to 15 from Major Johnston’s letter to W.W. Cairns and 5 from Sergeant Belizario. 
No estimates are given for the wounded among the Maya. 

35 I have modified the format, placing it in a table, with one informant responding to questions that have been 
repeated. Note that none of the questions ended with a question mark in the original.

36 For a small shopkeeper not to know the lingua franca of the village is surprising unless this response 
demonstrates the white Yucatecos’ attitude towards the Maya even though these were the very same clients 
Ramos depended on for his business.

37 Of the six principal residents of Orange Walk invited to give statements about the battle, only Francisco 
Escalante whose house and shop were probably directly endangered by the Icaiché because of the building’s 
location in relation to the Barracks, picked up a weapon to help defend the town. The rest all ran away with 
some 1,200 residents of the town.  Why? As in Corozal, there were undoubtedly many Spanish and Mestizo 
residents who sympathized with the Icaiché who had made their peace with the Yucatec authorities and 
were claiming and defending territorial rights of the former colonial power, Spain, over much of the forestry 
resources of northern Belize. Secondly, the English tended to favor the Cruzob Maya to whom they supplied 
arms with the expectation that should they have to face a grand-scale conflict with the Icaiché, the Cruzob 
would come to their aid. Spanish and Mestizo residents of northern Belize probably did not wish to risk their 
lives in the conflict, preferring the English to protect the town.  38 An oral version of the Battle written by 
Alejo Ayuso in the 1960s (grandson of the Ayuso whose statement appears in this work) credits Francisco 
Escalante for his very active participation in defending Orange Walk by firing at the Icaiché and for the death 
of his son in so doing. In his written statement, Escalante did say that he fired at the Icaiché (as his house was 
not far from the Barracks) and that he was wounded on the left leg but does not mention his son. The oral 
version also credits Escalante for mortally wounding Canul. This is contradicted by Escalante’s own written 
statement when he wrote that the “soldiers saved the town”.
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“Dr. Cal presents a significant collection of historical documents... 

It allows the readers to interpret this critical moment of indigenous resistance against European expansion 
and encroachment on their territories.” 

- from Foreword by Delmer Tzib

The Battle of Orange Walk, where Marcus Canul was mortally wounded, signified not only a defeat for the 
Icaiché but also the closing of an important chapter in the history of indigenous resistance to European 
imperialism in Yucatan and Belize. This was the last military stand of the Icaiché in taking up arms to oblige 
the English land companies and the English colonial authorities to respect the rights and dignity of the Icaiché 
and, by extension, the Belize Yucatec Maya of Yalbac to the lands they considered their own, albeit as 
surrogates of the rights of Spain, a former colonial power. While the tension between the English and the 
Icaiché continued to the 1880s, the northwestern boundary line with Mexico had been all but ratified by 1893. 
However, the rest of the western and southern line with Guatemala had been agreed to by 1859. By the third 
quarter of the nineteenth century, the Cruzob Maya had decimated in numbers and resources had been pretty 
much vanquished. 

- from Introduction by Dr. Ángel Cal
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last publication in a peer-reviewed international journal was published in January 2017. 
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with higher education models including major accreditation systems in the USA, the 
Anglo-speaking Caribbean, Central America and southern Mexico. He was privileged to 
serve for ten years in the President’s Office at the University College of Belize and was 
the founding President of the University of Belize. He has served as Quality Assurance 
Officer at UB and Galen University and is now serving as a full time Associate Professor 
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